
Race Signals  
(excerpted from Wikipedia: Racing Rules of Sailing: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Racing_Rules_of_Sailing#Race_signals) 
Sail races are governed with flags and sound signals to indicate flag changes. The flags used are taken from 
the International maritime signal flag set. During a race and for any signal concerning the race, these flags are 
defined in the Racing Rules of Sailing but the signal can be modified by the Sailing Instructions. 
The raising (hoisting) or removing of a visual signal is accompanied by the emission of a sound signal to draw 
attention to the new signal. The type of the sound signal (one short sound, two short sounds, one long sound, etc.) 
is described by the rule according to the type of signal. The usual meanings of these flags are as follows: 

Postponement Signal 
The Answering Pennant (AP) with or without a numerical pennant is used to indicate a postponed race. A numerical 
pennant below the AP denotes the time, in hours, of the race postponement. 

 
 

Preparatory Signal 
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Start Signal 

 
 

Recall Signal 

 
 

Course Change Signal 

 
 

Abandonment Signal 

 



Other Signals 

 


